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As a new and added component to the Calhoun MPO Bicycle Pedestrian Plan, recently updated 

substantially, is the inclusion of measuring the value of economic impact to the development 

and sustainability of non-motorized street transportation, recreational trail uses and the 

connectivity to ecotourism, and the overall economic development environment and quality of 

life. A program along with a methodology to measure this component has been well planned 

and well outlined to guide and support decisions for public and private sector investment.  

 

Beginning in March 2021, Jacksonville State University’s Center for Economic Development 

and Business Research (CEDBR) in collaboration with JSU’s School of Science Masters GIS 

Program, will begin a new evaluation of the economic impact that the recreational bike/ped 

trails in Calhoun County have on our local economy. JSU’s CEDBR has had trail counters on 

the Chief Ladiga Trail and Coldwater Mountain Bike Trail for close to three years. They added 

trail counters to the most recently developed McClellan Trails in February 2020. These trail 

counters collect raw usage data throughout the year. By pairing this raw data collected from 

the trail counters in conjunction with intercept surveys that JSU students will be collecting 

throughout a seven-month time frame at different points along each trail, they will be able to 

formulate an accurate economic impact these essential trails hae on Calhoun County and the 

local region’s economy. The data used for this study will be collected from March 2021 

through October 2021.  

The importance of all-encompassing bicycle and pedestrian plan to include the economics of 

use, expansion and impact ensures that component becomes and stays a vital and necessary 

link to a city’s and to a region’s overall transportation plan. 

Results of the above study will subsequently be added to the plan when completed.  




